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Details of Operational Decision Taken [with reasons]:

Couples are required by law to give a notice of marriage in the area where they live to 
allow them to get married in any Register Office, Approved Premise or Non-Conformist 
Church. A notice of marriage is only valid for 12 months from the date the person gave 
their notice and therefore the marriage must take place within that 12 month period. Both 
parties have to give a notice and the statutory fee for this is £35.00 each.
On the 23rd March 2020 the Prime minister announced that all marriage and civil 
partnerships were to be suspended until further notice. 

Bury Register Office have rearranged ceremonies to take place within the Borough of Bury 
for later this year 2020 and also in to next year 2021 but unfortunately this will mean 
that there will be notices that were given, which will expire before the marriages take 
place and therefore new notices will have to be given to allow the postponed ceremonies 
to take place.

In addition to the ceremonies within the Borough of Bury couples have also given their 
Notices for ceremonies outside the Borough of Bury and they have also had to rearrange 
new dates with that particular Register Office which will also require new notices to be 
given for the new date. Some Councils have cancelled ceremonies till the end of 
September 2020 forcing couples to rearrange to next year. 

All affected couples have completed the legal preliminaries and have also paid the 
statutory fee to the Council previously.

After consulting with the other Register Offices in Greater Manchester all Councils are 
waiving the new notice fee for anyone affected by the pandemic this includes Manchester, 
Oldham, Rochdale, Tameside, Trafford, Stockport, Wigan, Bolton and Salford. It is also 
appears that most authorities within England and Wales will adapt this approach.

At the time of writing the number of new notices that are required to be given at Bury 
Register Office is 613.

This number may increase depending upon how long ceremonies are suspended. 

In terms of financial implications, although it would appear that income next year will be 
lower as people have paid up front for the cost of their ceremonies, we are capturing the 
financial risk of loss of income now and will still be obtaining the fee for each of the 
ceremonies we perform, this won’t be affected and by waiving the notice fee, there would 
be no real cost implication to the Council as this fee has already be paid.

Decision: To waive the new notice fee for anyone whose marriage ceremony has been 
postponed due to the current pandemic, where their current notice will expire before their 
re-arranged ceremony.

Decision taken by: Signature: Date:

Executive Director or Chief/Senior Officer 04.05.20

Members Consulted [see note 1 below]



Cabinet Member/Chair

Lead Member

Opposition Spokesperson

Notes 

1. It is not generally a requirement to consult with any Members on Operational Decisions but 
where a Chief Officer considers it necessary to consult with the appropriate Cabinet Member 
and/or Lead Member, they must sign the form so as to confirm that they have been 
consulted and that they agree with the proposed action.  The signature of the Opposition 
Spokesperson should be obtained to confirm that he/she has been consulted.

2. This form must not be used for urgent decisions.


